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Wednesday 13 November 

Whole School Photos 

Thursday 14 November 

Parent’s Evening 2-7pm 

Friday 15 November 

Children in Need—dress in spotty clothes or as a pop 

star 

Tuesday 19 November 

Open Morning 9-10am 

Wednesday 4 December 

Year 3 visit to Cliffe Castle—Stone Age Workshop 

 Tuesday 10 December 

Christingle Service at St John’s Church, Ingrow 

Year 1 visit to Bolton Abbey Festive Walk 

Thursday 12 December  

Christmas Nativity (Early Years and Key Stage One) 

Friday 13 December 

Christmas Jumper Day and School Christmas Dinner 

Monday 16 December 

Whole School Pantomime—Beauty and the Beast 

Tuesday 17 & Thursday 19 December 

Early Years Visit to Staveley Court 

Wednesday 18 December 

Festive Fun afternoon 1-3pm—parents welcome 

Friday 20 December 

Early Years Open Morning 

Thursday 5 March 2020 

World Book Day 

Tuesday 17 March 

Book Fair in school 

Tuesday 31 March 

Easter Service at St John’s Church, Ingrow 

Tuesday 5 May 

Nursery visit to Nell Bank—Going on a Bear Hunt 

Wednesday 6 May  

Reception and Year 6 class photos 

Diary Dates 

As you are already aware, one of our priorities this year is to develop wider curriculum opportunities throughout 

school and support learning with more real-life experiences in different contexts.  Listed below are the visits and 

enrichment opportunities we have already booked this year— there will be more added in due course! 

Thursday 21 November –     

Toy Story 4 

 Thursday 12 December—

Santa Claus the Movie 

Movie night will finish at 4.45pm. 

Tickets cost £2 and are available from 

the school office. 

Festive Fun  

Afternoon 

Wednesday 18 December 

1-3pm 

The whole school will be 

making festive Christmas 

crafts—parents are      

welcome to come along 

and join in! 

Parents Evening and Open 
Morning 

Please contact the office if you 
are yet to book an appointment 

for Parents Evening on      
Thursday 14 November, 2-7pm. 

All parents and carers are     
invited to our open morning on 
Tuesday 19 November, 9-10am.  
Come and join us and see what 
your child is learning this half 

term! 
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Headteacher’s Message 

Well, it’s official… Worth Valley Primary School is a GOOD school!! 

I am delighted to be able to share our Ofsted report with you and I enclose a copy for each family 

along with this newsletter.  Please take the time to read the report; the format of Ofsted report has 

changed under the new Education Inspection Framework and the document is designed to be very 

parent-friendly. 

We are thrilled that the inspection judged us to be good in all 5 areas: The quality of education, behaviour and     

attitudes, personal development, leadership and management and Early Years provision.  The report recognises the 

hard work and dedication of our staff, the wonderful attitudes and work ethic of our pupils and also the relentless 

focus to improve standards and outcomes that drives us all in order to provide the very best education for every 

single pupil.  I am incredibly proud of all the staff and pupils; what a brilliant team we are. 

Below are some of the key messages from the report: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a warm, friendly and welcoming school.  The pupils are rightly proud of it.  The staff are proud to 

work at it.  The headteacher is proud to lead it. 

Pupils are safe in school and they feel safe.  

They are not worried about bullying.  Their 

behaviour is good.  Right from the Early Years, 

pupils understand how to conduct themselves 

in a courteous and respectful way. 

The school is best summed up by the comment of one 

pupil, who said, ‘At Worth Valley we are one big team’. 

Leaders have made the teaching of reading a priority.  

Pupils told inspectors how much they enjoy reading.  

Due to these actions, pupils are quickly getting the 

skills they need to be good readers. The school provides a good quality of        

education.  Teachers have a strong subject 

knowledge. 

The behaviour of pupils is a strength of the 

school.  They are polite and welcoming.  

The relationships between staff and pupils 

are respectful. 

The school is well led and managed.  The staff are 

overwhelmingly proud to work at the school.         

Governors have a clear understanding of the school’s 

strengths and where there is still work to do. 

The Early Years foundation stage provision is 

good.  The staff are skilled at helping the children 

get along with others. 

There is a strong culture of safeguarding at the school.  

Leaders keep safeguarding at the forefront of staff minds. 

Pupils with SEND feel very supported at school.  Leaders have got a firm grasp of support needed, and how 

to put it into place. 

School does a lot of work to improve attendance. 



Attendance 

Attendance figures for the last 3 weeks are as follows: 
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w/c  21 October 2019 

Reception 99% 

Year 1 93.93% 

Year 2 89.63% 

Year 3 90.33% 

Year 4 96.43% 

Year 5 97.68% 

Year 6 90% 

w/c   4 November 2019 

Reception 94.98% 

Year 1 97.5% 

Year 2 93% 

Year 3 94% 

Year 4 94.84% 

Year 5 93.05% 

Year 6 93.75% 

 

 We will continue to work closely to support families of those children whose     attendance falls 

below 90%. In most cases this is known as persistent absence.  Our  Parental Involvement Worker 

– Mrs Tonya Barnes – is working alongside the Senior Leadership Team to actively engage parents 

and families who may be in need of further support. 

Please phone school to inform us of any absences on 01535 604240 

Each half term, every pupil who achieves 100% 

attendance during that half term is entered into a 

raffle to win a scooter. 

Congratulations to Gizzy, who won the raffle during 

Celebration Assembly on the last Friday of half 

term. 

Here she is, looking pleased as punch with her 

prize! 

Well done Gizzy! 

The next raffle will take place in Celebration       

Assembly on Friday 20 December—will it be your 

child? 

                                  Worth Valley Primary School  
  

 

Staffing Update 

We are delighted that Mrs Hiley  has returned from maternity leave.  She will resume her 

post as Key Stage One Lead and Year 2 class teacher; working Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays.  Mrs Grant will continue to share the class; working Mondays, Thursdays and 

Fridays.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Whittam for covering Mrs 

Hiley since September  and doing such a fantastic job! 

As many of you are already aware, Miss Crawford had a baby girl, Aurora Beau, in August.  

We were really pleased when they came for a visit just before half term! 

This year, Children in Need are bringing various pop stars 
together to record a cover album.  With this in mind, we 

invite pupils and staff to come to school next                  
Friday 15 November dressed as a pop star!  Alternatively, 

following the tradition of wearing spotty clothes is also                 
welcomed.  We look forward to seeing your creations, 

though please do not go to any additional expense. 

Reception visit to Stickman Performance 

Halloween Disco 

Making Cauliflower Cards 

for Christmas 


