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We’re extremely grateful for all the support we’ve received so far from the 
school community. We’ll continue to keep in touch if there are any updates 

to our plans or if we need to make changes due to new or updated           
government advice. 

Safety Measures 

When your children come into school, we’ll have the following protective measures in place: 

 Each class will be known as a ‘bubble’.  They will not interact with any other bubble for the time being 

 Each bubble will have their own designated indoor and outdoor space—the indoor space will be their 
usual classroom and for most children their outdoor space will be the space they would usually use at 
playtimes and lunchtimes 

 At breakfast club, pupils will be seated in classes and will still have access to a range of activities 

 Throughout the day, children will regularly be reminded of the importance of good hygiene; regular 
handwashing, use of sanitiser, coughing/ sneezing into a tissue etc.  Children will wash their hands several 
times during the school day; including arrival into school, before and after lunch, before and after play, 
after going to the toilet. 

 Older children will be encouraged to remain 1 metre apart where possible, though government guidance 
is clear that pupils of primary school age are not expected to practice social distancing 

 All pupils will be provided with their own pencil case containing the resources they need.  These will not 
be used by anyone else 

 Other classroom resources may be shared, but will be cleaned regularly 

 The classroom and learning areas will be cleaned thoroughly at the end of the school day and also inter-
mittently during the day 

 Children will not need to bring anything into school other than their packed lunch (if applicable), coat and 
water bottle.   

 Lunches will be delivered to classrooms by designated staff 

 If a child is unwell or displays any symptoms of Covid-19, parents will be informed immediately and the 
child will be supervised away from other children until they are collected 

 A rigorous risk assessment is in place which determines what action should be taken if a child or adult in 
school tests positive for Covid-19.  Additionally, in all cases, school will seek advice from Public Health 
England 

 Face masks do not need to be worn by pupils as they may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission 

 Children will be able to take reading books home; once returned to school they will be stored for 72 
hours before being returned to the bookcases 

 Despite all the above safety measures, staff will ensure school feels as ‘normal’ to pupils as possible 

Curriculum 

Leading Learners Trust have developed a recovery curriculum, ‘A Step in the Right Direction’ which will be            

implemented by all Trust schools during Autumn Term.  This bespoke curriculum ensures a careful balance of    

emotional support for pupils alongside an academic curriculum which aims to swiftly make up for the learning time 

lost during school closure.  In order for this to be successful, it is imperative that pupils attend school every day and 

arrive at school on time in order to access every element of their education.   
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Headteacher’s Message 

Dear parents and carers, 

I hope you and your families are all well and managing to make the most of the Summer holidays.     
Firstly, I would like to start by saying that it was absolutely wonderful to welcome so many of our pupils 
back to school towards the end of term—we’d missed the children so much and it was fabulous to see 
so many smiling faces and hear so many stories of what they’d been up to!  I know I speak on behalf of 
all the staff when I say that school definitely began to feel ‘normal’ again in those final weeks; the familiar chatter,   
excitement and buzz was back! 

As you can imagine, this newsletter contains a huge amount of information so please bear with me.  It is important to 
explain clearly what you can expect from us in September, and what we will expect of you as parents and carers. 

As you’ll be aware, the government has announced that schools should fully reopen from the start of the upcoming 
Autumn term. They’ve decided this on the basis of: 

 The prevalence of coronavirus decreasing 

 The new NHS test and trace system being in place 

 More clarity about the measures that need to be in place to create safe environments in schools 

 Time out of school being detrimental to children’s development 

 The low risk to children of becoming severely ill from coronavirus 

This means we’re planning to open to all of our pupils in September. We’re looking forward to welcoming  everyone 
back on Monday 7 September  and we’re working hard to make the school a safe, enjoyable  environment.   

If your child is in Early Years (Pre-school, Nursery or Reception), specific details of transition plans for September were 
sent home with your child along with their report in July in a white A5 envelope.  If you have misplaced the information 
or did not receive it, please contact Mrs Oram, Early Years Lead, via email at c.oram@worthvalleyprimary.co.uk . 

A small number of reports are still available for collection from the school office.  Please phone 01535 604240 to      
arrange collection. 

Attendance 

Attendance will be mandatory in September, as the government expects all pupils to attend school. The usual rules will ap-
ply, meaning we’ll be recording attendance and following up on any absences.  

If your children have been staying at home due to the current shielding guidance, they should be able to come back to 
school in September, though this may change if local restrictions are still in place. 

However, if you’ve received clinical or public health advice that your children should still remain at home, please let us know 
and continue to follow that guidance. We’ll be offering remote education to these pupils. 

“Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing.  Time out of school is detrimental for children’s 
cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children.  This impact can affect both current levels of 
learning and children’s future ability to learn, and therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather 

than later”.                                                           Guidance for full opening: schools. Gov.uk 

Pastoral support 

We’re aware that the lockdown has been a difficult time for many of us, including our pupils.  The curriculum in September 
will focus heavily on pupil wellbeing and settling back into school routines.  All staff will support  pupils in this transition and 
we know some pupils will need more support than others. 

Please let us know if your child has experienced bereavement (or any other trauma) during school closure.  You can get in 
touch with myself, Mrs Page or Mrs Barnes to discuss this. 



Arrival information for each year group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The majority of our families (around 70%) have more than one child in school, which is why we have made the         

decision to offer a 20 minute arrival slot for all pupils rather than staggered times for different year groups 

 To reduce the pedestrian traffic on Bracken Bank Crescent, only one parent should accompany their child to school.  

Please avoid gathering with other families around the school gates 

 Parents will drop their children off at the gates during their allocated times stated above 

 Parents, visitors and contractors will not be permitted on site without an appointment, with the exception of the end 

of the school day to collect children (see next page for further details) 

 Staff will be stationed both inside school and within the school grounds to help direct pupils to class.  This system was 

in use during school closure and was very effective 

 Members of the Senior Leadership Team will be at the gates each morning to greet children and help direct them to 

their correct point of entry; the Early Years team will ensure our youngest children are accompanied into school from 

their gate 

 The register will be taken at 8.55am prompt; any pupils arriving after the register has been taken will be marked 

late.  Pupils arriving after 9.15am will be marked absent for the whole session 
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Year Arrival time Gate School entrance 

6 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Main office 

5 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Main office 

4 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Y3/4 cloakroom 

3 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Y3/4 cloakroom 

2 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Main office 

1 8.30am-8.50am Main gate Y3/4 cloakroom 

Reception 8.30am-8.50am Small gate Reception door 

Nursery 8.30am-8.50am Small gate Nursery door 

Pre-school 8.40am prompt (am) 

12.15pm prompt (pm) 

Small gate Pre-school door 

Breakfast club will be open 

from 7.45am—8.15am.   

 

The organisation will largely be the same, though children will sit with 

pupils from their class, or ‘bubble’ to eat rather than interact with  

other year groups.  As staff will need to be stationed at different     

locations within school by 8.30am, we will not be able to accept any 

children after 8.15am. 
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Collecting pupils at the end of the school day 

A one way system will be in place to enable parents and carers to collect their children at the end of the 

school day: 

 From 3.05pm parents and carers will enter via the large vehicle gate and walk down the drive into 

the playground 

 Pupils in Years 1-6 will line up in the Key Stage 2 playground  

 Pupils in Nursery and Reception will line up in the Key Stage 1 playground  

 Parents and carers collecting children from Years 1-6 will then leave the playground via the steps 

and slope and leave via the main gate 

 Parents and carers collecting children from Reception and Nursery will walk through the KS2       

playground, collect their children from the KS1 playground and turn left—following the path and 

leave via the small gate 

 Parents and carers collecting children from both playgrounds will first collect their children in Years 

1-6, then Early Years and leave via the KS1 playground and small gate 

 Staff will be stationed in the school grounds at the end of the day to help direct parents and carers  

if needed 

 These arrangements will be in place regardless of the weather—please ensure your child wears   

appropriate clothing—i.e. waterproof coats with a hood if rain is forecast 

 Children in Years 5 and 6 may walk home by themselves, though parents must give permission     

beforehand.  These pupils will be released at 3.15pm after the bulk of pupils have left the school 

premises 

 Social distancing markers will be in place on Bracken Bank Crescent and adults are responsible for 

adhering to current government guidance on adhering to social distancing measures 

Government guidance is clear that any changes in arrangements at the start and end of the school day 

should not reduce overall teaching time.  It is likely that the collection of pupils at the end of the day 

will take longer than normal—please be patient.  The safety of your children always has been, and    

always will be, our priority.   

A huge amount of consideration has gone into developing the safest and most organised way to release 

pupils at the end of the day and several different options have been considered.   

School Uniform 

All pupils will be required to wear the correct school uniform in September and the standard                   

expectations will be upheld.  The school website contains further information on the correct school      

uniform as well as our uniform policy.   Please visit www.worthvalleyprimary.co.uk and clock on ‘our 

school’ and ‘school uniform’. 

For those parents who ordered a school uniform via school—we will contact 

you as soon as they are delivered and ready for collection, although as stated 

in the previous newsletter this is likely to be very early September. 


